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Background Information: Timeline
· December 1, 1955- Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a Montgomery, AL bus, She was arrested for breaking segregation laws. A boycott of the Montgomery Bus line begins
· December 6, 1956- The United States Supreme Court announced that segregation on buses was illegal.
· December 20, 1956- The boycott officially ends

Warm up Activity 1: Claim-Warrant Game
1) In the left column, fill in the blank to create a claim.
2) Pass your paper to the person to your right.
3) The person on your left will pass you a paper. Write a warrant for their claim.

	Claim: a statement that you can debate or defend
	Warrant: A reason why the claim is true

	
Rosa Parks’ decision to not leave her seat

 was: _________________________________________


	
This claim is true because _______________________
 ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________





Speech Structure

“My claim is 

 ______________________________________________________________________.

My warrant for this claim is  

______________________________________________________________________.”


Warm up Activity 2: Four Corners
1) In the left column, circle one word and write it in the blank to create a claim.
2) Write the reason you chose this claim in the right column.
3) When prompted, go to the corner where the word you chose is posted
4) Discuss what each person in the corner wrote as a warrant and choose a volunteer to present

	Claim: a statement that you can debate or defend
	Warrant: A reason why the claim is true

	
The best character trait to describe Rosa Parks is: ________________________________________

Brave    Intelligent    Impulsive   Inspirational
	
This claim is true because _______________________
 ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________






Speech Structure

“My claim is 

 ______________________________________________________________________.

My warrant for this claim is  

______________________________________________________________________.”


Text-Based Activity: Counterargument Class Challenge
1. Read “Interview With Rosa Parks”
2. Join a group at one of the six posters containing a claim.
3. As a group, write a warrant from the text to support your claim.
4. Go to the opposing poster and read the claim and warrant. Write a counterargument for this claim and warrant.
5. Return to your poster and read the counterargument. Write a response to this counterargument.

Claim (A statement that you can debate or defend)
	(copy from poster)





 (
Quote the text
)Warrant (Evidence from the text and analysis of how it proves the claim)
	
When Rosa Parks says: ____________________________________________________________________________


she demonstrates __________________________________________________________________________________


because ______________________________________________________________________________________________



 (
Summarize their argument
)Counterargument (A reason why the claim and warrant are wrong)
	
The fact that  ________________________________________________________________ is not true because 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

 (
Summarize their argument
)OR

The idea that ___________________________________________________ is less important than the fact 

that ___________________________________________________________________________________________________.



 (
Summarize their 
counter
argument
)Response (Explains how the counterargument does not harm the claim)
	
The fact that  __________________________________________________________________ is not true because 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

 (
Summarize their 
counter
argument
)OR

The idea that ___________________________________________________ is less important than the fact 

that ____________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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